MAIN  CAPITOL  BUILDING 
HARRISBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA 

November  19^2 

INFORJiATION  CIRCULAR  NO.  3h 
Dt-IEDIATE  RELEASE 

FEDERAL  CIVIL  DEFENSE  ADMINISTRATION* S VOLUNTEER  REGISTRATION  CAI^IPAIGN 
' ■ (November  11  to  27,  19^2) 

1,  The  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  has  scheduled  a 
nationwide  civil  defense  "registration”  campaign  for  the  period  extending 
from  Armistice  Day  through  Tanksgiving,  November  11  to  27,  1952. 

2.  The  general  aim  of  the  federal  campaign  is  to  provide  civil 
defense  directors  in  cities  and  toxims  throughout  the  coxintry  with  the  names 
of  local  people  who  are  xd.lling  to  volunteer  for  civil  defense.  The  pro- 
gram plan  of  operation  is  briefly  as  follows; 

(a)  The  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  asked  the  heads 

of  several  hundred  nationxjide  organizations  (veterans  organ- 
izations, service  clubs,  farm  and  labor  groups,  etc.)  to 
xmdertake  the  "registration"  of  people  willing  to  volunteer 
for  civil  defense, 

(b)  In  line  with  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration's 
request,  it  is  reported  that  more  than  100  natiomd.de  organ- 
izations have  sent  requests  to  their  local  units,  asking  the 
latter  to  undertake  the  actual  "registration"  work, 

(c)  According  to  the  plan  as  outlined  by  the  Federal  Civil  De- 
fense Administration,  local  units  of  the  participating  organ- 
izations xdll  make  up  "registration"  cards  and  ask  those  of 
their  members  (and  in  some  cases  at  least,  other  local 
people)  xdio  are  interested  in  volunteering  for  civil  defense 
to  fill  them  in,  (The  suggested  cards  contain  space  for 

the  name  and  address  of  the  "registrant",  together  xdth 
limited  information  concerning  his,  or  her,  training,  exper- 
ience and  interests, ) 
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(d)  When  completed,  the  "registration"  cards  are  to  be  turned 
over  by  the  participating  organizations  to  the  local  civil 
defense  director,  thus  providing  him  with  a file,  or  "reg- 
ister", of  local  people  supposedly  available  for  duty  with 
local  civil  defense  organizations, 

3,  Tlie  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  recently  has  fur- 
nished the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  with  limited  supplies  of  the  fol- 
lowing materials  pertaining  to  the  "Registration"  campaign: 

(a)  Advisory  Bulletin  No,  123,  dated  September  2,19^2,  with 
the  subject  title  "Volunteer  ^i^gistration  Campaign," 

(b)  A pamphlet  entitled  "Civil  Defense  Registration  Guide," 

(c)  A promotion  kit  entitled  "Pledge  for  Home  Defense," 

U,  The  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  has  informed  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense  that  supplies  of  the  materials  listed  in  Para- 
graph 3>  immediately  above,  have  been  furnished  to  all  organizations  parti- 
cipating in  the  "registration"  program  and  to  kej''  Civil  Defense  Directors 
in  Pennsylvania,  However,  the  Council  has  not  yet  been  furnished  x-jith  a 
full  list  of  the  organizations  participating  in  the  campaign,  neither  does 
it  know  which  Pennsylvania  Civil  Defense  Directors  have  been  supplied  with 
information  concerning  the  program  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administra- 
tion, 


5*  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  not  yet  been  provided 
with  sxifficient  copies  of  the  advisory  bulletin,  pamphlet  and  kit  listed  in 
Paragraph  3f  above,  to  furnish  all  Coxinty  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors 
with  a copy  of  each.  In  xriew  of  this  fact,  all  County  Civil  Defense  Direc- 
tors herexjith  are  being  furnished  sufficient  copies  of  this  circular  to 
allow  for  single-copy  distribution  to  all  Local  Directors  in  their  respec- 
tive counties.  In  addition,  they  are  being  sent  a limited  supply  of  the 
three  publications  listed  in  Paragraph  3>  above. 
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6,  Because  of  the  liraited  supplies  now  available,  it  is  sug- 
gested, except  in  cases  v^ere  it  is  definitely  known  that  Local  Directors 
desire  copies  of  the  material  listed  in  Paragraph  3,  above,  that  Local 
Directors  be  furnished  with  the  advisory  bulletin,  pamphlet  and  kit  only 
upon  specific  request  to  the  County  Director.  (Should  County  Directors 
require  additional  supplies,  the  Council  will  do  its  best  to  secure  them 
upon  request,  but  no  guarantee  of  deliveries  now  can  be  made.) 

7,  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  should  remember  the  follo^^^Lng 
key  facts  concerning  the  November  "registration”  campaign: 

(a)  The  "registration"  campaign  was  sponsored  and  is  being  run 
by  the  Federal  CiAd.!  Defense  Administration  with  the  help  of 
more  than  100  nationxd.de  organizations. 

(b)  Neither  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  nor  yoxir  Coxmty 
Civil  Defense  Director  has  authority  to  exercise  control 
over  the  "registration"  campaign.  Furthermore,  neither  the 
Council  nor  your  Coxmty  Director  knows  exactly  xdxich  organ- 
izations are  participating  in  the  campaign  or  what  specific 
instructions  they  mqy  have  issued  to  their  local  xmits, 

(c)  No  Local  Civil  Defense  Director  xd.ll  be  compelled  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  "registration"  campaign, 

(d)  According  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Federal  Cixdl  Defense 
Administration,  those  organizations  participating  in  the 
"registration"  campaign  are  expected  both  to  furnish  and 
use  "registration"  cards  made  up  in  accordance  xdth  the 
xdshes  of  the  Local  Civil  Defense  Director  directly  concerned, 

(e)  An  individual  who  fills  out  a "registration"  card  merely 
signifies  his,  or  her,  willingness  to  volxmteer  for  civil 
defense.  He,  or  she,  becomes  an  actual  volxmteer  and  member 
of  the  Civil  Defense  Corps  only  upon  reporting  to  the  local 
civil  defense  organization  and  swearing  to  the  loyalty  oath. 
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8.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  hopes  that  the  Federal 
Civil  Defense  Adninistration* s "registration"  cairrpaign  nay  prove  helpful 
to  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  throughout  the  Comnranwcalth.  As  a .natter 
)f  principle,  however,  the  Council  objects  to  any  program  whereunder  the 
Adninis oration  directly  or  indirectly  deals  with  local  civil  defense  organ- 


izations without  keeping  State  and  county  civil  defense  officials  fully 
informed  of  its  activities.  Your  State  Director  of  Civil  Dofc'nse  voiced 
tl'iis  and  other  objections  to  the  "registration"  campaign  when  first  pro- 


posed by  the  Feds^ral  Civil  Defense  Administration  and  on  subsequent  occa- 
sions, bu.t  both  his  objections  and  suggested  alternatives  were  rejected. 
The  conseojient  inability  of  both  State  and  county  officia].s  to  provide 
Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  with  detailed  information  concerning  the 


"registration"  campaign  is  deepi 
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.Jttori. 


Richard  Gerstell  " 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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